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Life at the

West Central
School of Agriculture

Morris, Minnesota

WHY GO TO THE WEST CENTRAL
SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE?
If you are a young man looking to agriculture as your life work,
or a young woman whose interest is in the field of home making,
there are many reasons why you should attend the West Central
School of Agriculture. As a school, it can point to many advan
tages that are unique. It is, for instance, one of the largest and
best equipped schools of its kind in the United States. It is lead
ing the way in the field

of vocational education for agriculture

and home making. It is a school whose ideals and aspirations are
in close sympathy with rural life. It is perhaps for this reason
that more than 85 per cent of the young people who have taken
their training at the West Central School are now engaged in one
or the other of these professions.
Once you are enrolled as a student, you will soon become ad
justed to the interesting routine of school life. You will live in
one of the several student dormitories, take your meals in the
school dining halls, spend your working hours in the classroom,
laboratory, or shop, your hours of recreation on the athletic field,
in the gymnasium, the library, or in one of the many student ac
tivities.

Your days will be filled with stimulating work and play.

You will be busy making new friends, widening your horizon, and
getting a broader vision of life and its opportunities.

You will

have an opportunity to associate with a group of students who
are motivated by the same desires and ambitions as yourself. The
education you will obtain is not the customary course in abstract
subjects. Combined with the necessary fundamental courses will
be the acquiring of new knowledge and skills in the vocation in
which you expect to be engaged later on. You will find an ap
peal in this kind of education that you have never before known.
In addition, you will discover an unexcelled plant and equip
ment. The classroom buildings, shops, laboratories, dining halls,
dormitories, gymnasium, library, and campus will give you a
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thrill of pride to know that you are a part of this school.

But

you will also find an intimate and friendly campus life among
students and faculty that is not exactly duplicated anywhere.
Soon you will realize that your teachers are interested in you as
well as in your work. And so you progress with more than cus
tomary speed in the amount of work you will be able to accom
plish.

While you will have to work diligently, you will find a

pleasure and satisfaction in your work that you will thoroly
enjoy.
These are a few of the reasons why you should go to the West
Central School of Agriculture.

WHAT YOU MAY STUDY
If you decide to go, you will find among the 125 different
courses offered a program exactly suited to your needs. The
regular courses cover a period of three sessions of six months
each, beginning about the first of October and closing the last of
March. The course for young men is arranged so as to make it
possible for you to select a portion of the work in any one of
three lines, Agriculture and Farm Management, Animal Hus
bandry, or Agricultural Engineering. The course for young
women permits special training in Home Management, Dress
making, Home Nursing, and Business Training.
While in
school, you may also elect courses in music, academic sub
jects, or college preparatory work.

You will find that the work

is planned and the subjects are taught with the purpose of mak
ing you efficient for your chosen vocation. The courses are suffi
ciently extended to give a fairly complete technical knowledge of
the professions of farming and home making and a working basis
for the sociological aspects of farm life.

The technical courses

are amply supplemented by cultural courses designed to give you
a broad and liberal viewpoint and the necessary preparation for
useful citizenship.
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HOW TO ENTER
The West Central School of Agriculture is a secondary school.
It was organized in 1910 as a division of the Department of Agri
culture of the University of Minnesota. If you are an eighth
grade graduate, you will be admitted to the regular three-year
course. Mature young men and women who are not eighth grade
graduates may also enroll. If you have some high school credits,
they will be accepted for similar work here and equal credit will
be given. Perhaps you are a high school graduate and desire a
year of intensive vocational training. If so, you will find ex
ceptional opportunities in the comprehensive curriculum from
which you may select your course. You may be interested to
know that each year more and more high school graduates are
taking advantage of this opportunity. When you decide to enroll, you should correspond with the registrar and make the
necessary preliminary arrangements for entering school. You
will find that he will be very glad to give you all necessary in
formation and friendly help in getting established in your new
school home.

WHERE YOU WILL LIVE
If you have decided to enroll at the West Central School, you
naturally wonder where you will live. It will not be necessary
for you to secure a room in some private home, because you will
want to live in one of the five student dormitories on the school
campus that house approximately 350 students. If you are en
tering the West Central School as a freshman, you will live in
Spooner Hall for boys or in the New Freshman Girls' Dormi
tory for girls. If you are a second year boy student you will live
in Junior Hall, and if a third year boy student, in Senior Hall.
If you are a girl and are ready for the second or third year of
the school course, you will live in the Girls' Dormitory. All of
these student dormitories are large, modern, beautifully designed
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student homes, housing approximately 75 students each. While
you live in the dormitory, you will share your room with another
student. One of the charms of dormitory life is the many friend
ships that you will make. Your roommates, in most instances,
will become you life-long friends. A faculty member, who acts
as an adviser and counselor, lives in each dormitory, and will
help to make your home life while at school comfortable, enjoy
able, and attractive.

WHAT IT WILL COST
One of the things you will most want to know about is the
cost. Perhaps nowhere can you get so much in the terms of
worth-while education at such a small cost. At present the tui
tion, board and room, textbook rental, student activity fees, and
admissions, will cost approximately $140. Remember, this sum
will pay for your entire year in school including your board,
room, and other necessary school expense. You will find the
management is making every effort to make it possible for you
to get your education at a very low cost. They realize that only
by so doing can the average boy and girl living in the country
avail himself of the opportunity of going to school. You will
find that this small investment on your part will give you a most
worth-while education.

LOAN FUNDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
You will be interested to know that students attending the
West Central School of Agriculture are afforded the opportunity
of participating in student loan funds available to students at
tending the University of Minnesota. This money is loaned to
worthy and deserving students at the rate of 5 per cent per
annum. Some of the classes who have graduated in past years
have so appreciated the education that they have received that
they have left sums of money for student loan purposes, and
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other groups and organizations similarly interested in West Cen
tral School students have also made substantial contributions.
Once you are a student, you will also be eligible for substantial
cash scholarships awarded to worthy students for excellence in
scholarship and leadership. Several of these scholarships are
awarded to outstanding students each year.
THE DAY'S WORK
Once in school, you will follow day by day the program you
have elected to take upon entering school and soon you will be
come accustomed to the routine of school life. Your day will
begin with breakfast in the dining hall at seven o'clock. After
breakfast you will set your dormitory room in order for the day
and at eight o clock be ready to go to your morning classes that
will continue without interruption until just before noon when
you will attend the all-school assembly program. At this pro
gram you will listen to the various announcements pertaining to
the routine of school life, you will hear talks by outstanding
speakers, musical programs of exceptional merit, and many in
teresting programs arranged by the students, themselves. After
the daily assembly, the noonday meal is served in the dining hall.
Afternoon school work is again taken up at 1:20; but you will
find the afternoon work very different from the morning program.
Your afternoon will be devoted to practical work in the labora
tories and shops, depending upon the courses you are taking.
This part of the day s work you will find very interesting and
quite different from the school work with which you have previ
ously been familiar. At 4:10 in the afternoon all school work
is completed and soon you will be hurrying to the athletic field,
the gymnasium, or to some other student activity in which you
have become interested, or perhaps you will choose to take the
rest of the afternoon to make a necessary trip to town. Supper
will be served at six o'clock, after which there is a social and
recreation period in the dormitories until 7:30, when study hours
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begin and continue until ten o'clock. At 10:30 your busy day of
school work is completed and soon thereafter the hundreds of
lights in the various dormitories and on the campus blink out.
This daily program of school life is varied from time to time
by student parties, social entertainments, athletics, dramatic,
musical, and literary events, prepared by the various classes, or
the entire school, as the case may be. On Sunday you will find
a welcoming hand extended to you by the various churches in
the city of Morris and by the student religious welfare groups
on the campus at their Sunday evening vesper service. On Sun
day morning in the various dormitories, student Bible classes are
conducted for all students who care to attend them.
THE BUILDINGS
The day's work will take you into many of the buildings on
the campus. The dormitories, the dining halls, the gymnasium,
the business offices, auditorium, and library are visited by all
students each day. If you become ill you will visit the school
hospital and health service building equipped with 27 beds, dis
pensary, and nurse's quarters, where the full-time school nurse
will take care of you. If you are a student in home economics,
much of your time will be spent in the very finely equipped home
economics building with its two foods laboratories, two sewing
laboratories, laundering laboratory, home management rooms, etc.
And in your senior year you will live part of the time in the
home management practice cottage where, with seven other senior
girls, under the direction of a faculty adviser, you will live and
"keep house." If you are interested in music or in business train
ing, much of your time will be spent in the special building de
voted to these purposes.
If you are a boy and are interested in agriculture or agricul
tural engineering, a considerable portion of your time will be
spent in Agricultural Hall with its laboratories, stock judging
pavilion, meat killing and cutting rooms, etc., or in the engineer
ing building with its machine shops, forge, motor, and electric
page thirteen

A CLASS IN GRAIN JUDGING

shops. You will also become familiar with the many splendid
barns and farm buildings that comprise this part of the school's
equipment and also with the fine herds and flocks of livestock
owned by the school. You will take particular delight in the
new gymnasium with its large athletic floor, its beautiful swim
ming pool, and other attractive features that go with a building
of this kind.
LIFE ON THE CAMPUS
Once you are a student, you will want to avail yourself of the
many opportunities for development along special lines such as
music, dramatics, athletics, debate and oratory, and advanced 4-H
club work. A great many interscholastic contests are held each
year with the other schools of agriculture in this and neighbor
ing states, including extensive schedules in basket-ball and foot
ball, livestock and grain-judging contests, debates and declama
tion contests. These interscholastic activities give a very large
number of students an opportunity to engage in competition of
this kind. Each year the senior class publishes the Moccasin,
which is the annual class book descriptive of all phases of school
life and one of the best publications of its kind in its class. Sev
eral plays are presented during the year in which you will have
an opportunity to obtain valuable training in dramatics. A great
variety of social functions will give you ample opportunity for
social intercourse and recreation. You will find all of these
social gatherings conducted under a refined atmosphere and
chaperoned by your teachers. Athletics for each student is the
aim of the coaches and instructors in this department and all
boys and girls have an opportunity to get the physical training
and the good fun that goes with athletics. Each class is repre
sented by boys' and girls' basket-ball teams and other athletic
teams, and class championship games are each year most exciting
events. The musical organizations, open to all students, include
chorus, orchestra, and glee club. The religious life of the student
body is well cared for by the student Christian organizations.
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A MUSICAL TRADITION
While the West Central School is primarily a vocational school,
you will find that the cultural side of your education will not
be neglected. The large number of courses of instruction of
fered in all branches of music and the various musical organiza
tions give you an exceptional opportunity. If you like to sing,
or to play, you will have every opportunity to do so. Member
ship in the large school chorus is open to every student. If you
have special talent, you can become a member of the school glee
club. If you play some instrument, the school orchestra will
welcome you as a member. In all of these organizations you will
receive the benefit of the splendid training which they extend
under the capable leadership of the directors in the Music De
partment. Each year the Music Department presents several
public entertainments including operettas, concerts, and recitals.
YOU CAN GO ON TO COLLEGE
After you are in school for three years, you may find that you
have an opportunity to go on to college or university. If so,
you will be interested to know that graduates of the West Cen
tral School of Agriculture who have completed two summers of
supervised home project work, one additional school year of six
months, and one additional summer's work or the equivalent
thereof, will be admitted to the University of Minnesota and to
the state teachers colleges. Other institutions of higher learn
ing also accept students who have completed these requirements.
SIX MONTHS IN SCHOOL AND SIX MONTHS
ON THE FARM
As you know, the courses are so arranged that all students
can be at home during the six busy farm months from April to
October. This also will give you an opportunity to apply directly
either on the farm or in the home the knowledge you have ac
quired during the school year. You may carry on supervised
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home project work during this time and receive school credit for
the work done.

During these six months your teachers will keep

in close touch with you and will help you to make the most out
of your summer project work. A large number of interesting
home projects in both agriculture and home economics subjects
are available to all students.

WHEN YOU HAVE GRADUATED
During your years in school, you will be giving serious consid
eration to the question of how you can most effectively use your
education after you have completed your course. While the
primary purpose of the West Central School is to train young
men to become efficient farmers and young women for efficient
home making, and while the large majority of students who go
through the West Central School eventually enter these profes
sions, there are, at the same time, many other opportunities for
school of agriculture graduates. Many graduates of the West
Central School who have continued their work in the agricul
tural college are now holding important positions in county agent
work, boys and girls club work, teaching, and research.

Many

others without any additional training are eminently successful
in the business world, especially in those fields associated with
agriculture such as farm implement companies, farm management
organizations, rural banks, and rural business organizations. The
courses for girls form a splendid foundation for several occupa
tions in addition to home making. West Central School grad
uates are numerous in the rural teaching profession, nursing,
home management, business, and clerical work.
The course will furnish an excellent background for many of
these professions. You will find that employers and school board
officers will give your application careful consideration when they
learn that you are a School of Agriculture graduate. As time
goes on, you will more and more realize that it means something
to be a graduate of the West Central School of Agriculture.
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THE COURSES IN AGRICULTURE
THE STUDY OF LIVESTOCK
Every farm boy has a love for good livestock.

When you come

to the West Central School of Agriculture, you will enjoy the
many courses in the field of livestock production. The large
herds of purebred cattle, sheep, horses, and swine at the West
Central School are available for use in many of these courses.
Agricultural Hall, with its large stock judging pavilion, meat
killing and cutting rooms, and dairy and creamery laboratory,
offers every facility for effective livestock teaching. The several
barns are substantial and well equipped. During the first year
in school you will study the history, development, and character
istics of the various breeds of horses, cattle, sheep, and swine.
You will also begin stock judging. To be a good judge of live
stock is one of the first essentials in the successful breeding of
farm animals, and throughout the entire course you will receive
training to make you an efficient judge of good livestock. Dur
ing the second year your work will include five hours each week
during the fall term in the feeding of farm animals. Here you
will learn about the principles of nutrition, the feed requirements
of the various classes of animals, and you will learn how to
balance rations to best fit their requirements using the feeds that
you can grow on your own farm. You may also take courses in
livestock production and dairy production in which you will learn
more about the care, management, housing, marketing, and many
other factors which enter into the dairy and livestock business.
All of the time you will be continuing your work in stock judg
ing. In you senior year, with the fine foundation you now have,
you have the choice of several courses including animal breeding,
animal diseases, advanced stock judging, and meats. Animal
breeding takes up a study of heredity and animal improvement.
The work in animal diseases emphasizes sanitation and diagnosis
of the more common diseases. The meats course is a practical
laboratory course in killing, cutting, and curing of meats for
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use on the farm. These are all interesting courses and will give
you valuable training.

You will also be eligible for membership

on the school livestock-judging team which annually competes
with similar schools in judging contests.
FARM CROPS, SOILS, AND FARM MANAGEMENT
Here you will find exceptional opportunities for study in these
subjects.

The Experiment Station furnishes an abundance of

material and data for the several plant courses. The finely
equipped laboratories in Agricultural Hall and a corps of trained
teachers combine to give you the best of training in these sub
jects. During your first year you may take two five-hour

courses,

one in corn growing and one in cereal crops. These are practical
courses designed to give you training in the best methods of crop
production, including a study of soil preparation, seed treatment
and selection, cultivation and harvesting, disease and insect pests.
A study of varieties and much judging and grading work is also
included.
During your second year in school you may take courses in
forage crops and pure seed production. These courses include
a study of the annual and perennial grass and hay crops, clover,
alfalfa, and soybeans. The course in pure seed production will
train you to become expert in judging farm crops. The growing
of purebred seed corn, grains, and grass seeds for commercial
purposes is studied intensively and thoroly.

The marketing of

these crops is also a part of the study. In your senior year
courses in farm management and soils and special problems in
farm crops are offered. The farm management course includes
a study of business methods, keeping production records, types
of farming, systems of livestock production, and methods of or
ganizing and conducting the farm business.

The course in soils

will give you training in the physical properties of soil, its
fertility and management. A study of fertilizers, drainage, and
various types of soils is included in this course.
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MARKETING
In the senior year, you may take a comprehensive course in
farm marketing. The work deals with the general problems of
the distribution of farm products. Special attention is given to
commodity co-operative marketing of grain, livestock, butter, and
wool.
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING
In this department you will find
great interest and value.

many practical courses of

The Engineering Building at the West

Central School is equipped with large woodwork and carpentry
shops, forge shop, farm shop, welding laboratory, electricity
laboratory, physics laboratory, drafting room, and large automo
tive mechanics shop. All of these make possible a most com
plete training in agricultural engineering. During your first
year, you may take courses in woodwork, forge, farm shop, auto
motive engineering and electricity, and gas welding. During the
second year you may begin the study of farm structures, mechan
ical drawing and surveying, farm mechanics, and agricultural
physics. In your third year you may take advanced work in
automotive mechanics, electricity, farm structures, agricultural
physics, farm mechanics, and mechanical drawing. The courses
in woodwork and carpentry include the care and use of tools, lay
ing out of work, making joints, cutting of rafters, and framing.
The farm structures work includes the planning and design of
farm buildings, and much actual construction work in the shop.
The forge work consists of the use and care of tools, forging and
welding of iron and steel, making and tempering of hand tools.
This work is especially helpful in many of the farm operations.
In farm shop work you will receive training in sheet metal work,
soldering, harness repairing, rope work, belt lacing, etc.

The

course in automotive engineering includes study of the internal
combustion engines. Special attention is placed upon tractor,
truck, and automobile engines.

You will receive a comprehensive
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training in the repair and adjustment of all automotive equip
ment.

Your training in electricity will include starting, lighting,

and ignition systems for automotive engines, as well as a study
of farm lighting equipment. In farm mechanics, you will learn
how to use surveying instruments, and their practical applica
tion in laying out farm buildings, running levels, surveying drain
age lines, and other useful purposes on the farm. You will also
study the various types of farm machinery, and in your senior
year your farm mechanics course will include a study of sand
and gravel, practice in the use of concrete, farm lighting, heating,
plumbing, ventilating, and sewage disposal systems.
POULTRY
In these courses you will receive training in the general man
agement of the poultry flock, a study of house construction, the
important commercial breeds, and a thoro training in feeding and
culling for egg production and the diagnosis and treatment of
poultry diseases. A complete course in incubation and brooding
including the selection of eggs for incubation, feeding and care
of chicks, and how to avoid losses is offered to students inter
ested in this subject. The extensive equipment of the poultrv
department is available to students who take the poultry courses.
HORTICULTURE
In these courses you have the opportunity to receive training
in fruit and vegetable growing, floriculture
and landscape gar
dening. In the orchard and garden courses you learn how to
select the best site for the orchard, how to plan an orchard and
plant the trees, when and how to prune, spray, and cultivate to
obtain the best results. The common varieties of bush and tree
fruits are studied in regard to quality, productiveness, and hardi
ness. The vegetable varieties are studied, also the planning,
planting, and culture of the vegetable garden. In the green
house, you will be able to study a propagation of plants.

You
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will also make a plan for a home orchard and garden. The school
campus furnishes a splendid laboratory for this work.

Several

years ago it was beautifully landscaped with all the varieties of
trees and shrubs recommended for western Minnesota.
COURSES FOR GIRLS
The ambition of every girl is some day to preside over a happy
and well-managed home. Realizing that home making is the
greatest calling to which young women can aspire, you will be
especially interested in the home economics courses at the West
Central School of Agriculture. You will also want to know
that between the time you leave school and the time when you
begin your career as a homemaker, several courses have been
provided that will make it possible for you to be self-supporting
and independent. You may take special training in commercial
subjects, foundation courses for teaching or nursing, or you may
specialize in music, at the same time you are taking the home
training courses.
THE HOME ECONOMICS COURSES
Throughout the three years of your course, emphasis is placed
on foods and cookery, dressmaking, and home management. Upon
this foundation several related subjects are also given an im
portant place in the curriculum.

The courses which are offered

are planned to give information and skill in just as many fields
of interest as is possible.

Thus, there are courses which deal

with the preparation and serving of food in which principles un
derlying cooking are taught as well as the skill concerned with
it so that the ability to utilize intelligently the materials avail
able in the home will be secured. Emphasis is placed on the
planning and serving of meals that shall be adequate for the
needs of the family. The course in elementary dietetics will
give you the opportunity to study more fully the problem of
planning for the proper nutrition of the family.
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It is recognized that once a homemaker, to conserve the money
in the family purse, you must be able to select, plan, and intelli
gently care for the clothing of the family, hence you may take
courses in garment making, dressmaking, millinery, and textiles
in which you are taught not only to construct clothing but also
to recognize quality both in fabrics and ready-to-wear garments
in order that you may make wise selections. These courses also
include work on the care and repair of clothing and household
fabrics, a problem that is found in practically every home.
Closely related to the textiles and clothing courses are those
dealing with related art. These courses are designed to give you
an appreciation of what is beautiful in the clothes that you wear,
the home that you live in, and in the surroundings of your home.
This means that you are taught to select clothing that is becom
ing and in good taste, to select household furnishings that are
beautiful and at the same time inexpensive, and to utilize what
you already have to the best advantage. The class in laundering
is designed to teach you how best to care for and preserve gar
ments, linens, and other equipment in the home.
The courses in hygiene and home nursing offer you instruction
in the care of the health of the family while courses in home
management give you information concerning problems of the
care of the house.
HOME MANAGEMENT FOR SENIORS
During your senior year you will live for a part of the time
in the home management practice house where, with a group of
your classmates, you will "keep house," plan and prepare the
meals, purchase the food, and get actual practice in the keeping
of home accounts. Combined with this home management work
you will receive a valuable course in child care and training.
Through a co-operative arrangement with the Ramsey County
Child Welfare Board a child of about one year of age is placed
in the home management house during the school year. Under
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the direction of the instructor in child training, the girls have
complete charge of the care, feeding, and training of this child.
This course in home management completes your training in home
economics and when you are a senior about to graduate, you will
realize the fine foundation you have received for a happy, effi
cient, and successful career as a homemaker.
YOU CAN ALSO TAKE COURSES IN COMMERCIAL
TRAINING
Many girls desire to be self-supporting during that interval
between the completion of their education and their career as
homemakers.

While you are taking your courses in home eco

nomics, you may also elect commercial training work during each
of the three years of your course that will train you for office
positions. During the first year you may elect typewriting and
business spelling and penmanship. In the typewriting courses
individual instruction is given in the use of the machine; memor
ization of the keyboard and graded lessons are used to give the
necessary drill for accuracy and speed.

In the second year,

typewriting is continued throughout both terms and shorthand
is begun.

The Gregg system supplemented with Speed Studies

is used. During the third year shorthand and dictation are con
tinued ; office training may also be elected. This course includes
filing and indexing, duplicating and mimeographing, and business
ethics. During the second and third years two courses in com
mercial bookkeeping and commercial law are offered.

These

courses equip the student for fulfilling satisfactorily the require
ments as stenographers, office assistants, and bookkeepers.
Many graduates find employment in co-operative creameries,
stores, country banks, and mercantile establishments where book
keepers and stenographers who have a practical knowledge of
farm life are needed.
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The School Bulletin
The school bulletin is published each year in June
for the forthcoming school year. It gives complete
information concerning the regular sessions, including
the school calendar, the faculty, general information,
school expenses, courses of study, and descriptions of
all courses. The school bulletin is mailed upon ap
plication to all prospective students and others who
may be interested. Address all inquiries to P. E.
Miller, Superintendent, The West Central School of
Agriculture, Morris, Minnesota.

